Let’'s make it

NWI Partnership for Clean Water

What is an MS4?

MS4 stands for Municipal
Separate Storm Sewer System:.

An MS4 Community owns or operates a
system for collecting and conveying
stormwater such as pipes or ditches in an

urban or urbanizing area.

Who runs the MS4 Program?

In Northwest Indiana, your local
government, sewer utility, or
county surveyor.

MS4 is a federally mandated program to
improve water quality. The state requires

your community to comply with this rule.

Why is this necessary?

To improve water quality.

When it rains or when snow melts,
stormwater flows through pipes or
ditches and drains untreated into lakes,
rivers, and streams, carrying pollutants
with it.

How is the Program funded?

Your community must fund it
locally through tax assessments
or user fees.

These may be shown on your tax,
water, or sewer bills labeled as a
"Stormwater Fee". There is NO state or
federal funding for this mandate.

What does the MS4 Program do?

Reduces water pollution from
stormwater runoff.

Through six required minimum control

measures detailed here.
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